
 

 
Special Service Area #61 – Hyde Park 

SSA Board of Commissioners Minutes Tuesday, October 28, 2025 
Polsky Exchange North — Jackson Park Room

 
Present: C. Newsome, M. Rogel, L. Brown, S. Karim, A. Marks, J. Nurss 
 
Absent: G. Rumsey, C. Casey, G. Robnett, E. Thompson 
 
Also Present: Rod Sawyer (SSA Program Manager), Silas Ritzema (SECC Intern), Raymonde Vance (SECC), 
Dr. Loren Williams (Woodlawn Chamber of Commerce), Seyi Kuku (Hyde Park Chamber of Commerce), 
Carol Moy, Elizabeth Steggemann, Lily Dokhanchi (Northwestern University), Gabrielle Heyward 
(Northwestern University) 
 
A quorum not being present, Vice Chair Newsome called the meeting of SSA #61 to order at 11:15 am. A 
quorum was present from 11:31 AM. 
 
Approval of the Minutes. The Commissioners meeting minutes for September 2025 were accepted as 
revised 
 
Questions and Comments from Guests. No comments were offered from guests in attendance. 
 
Financials. Program Manager Sawyer presented the current Profit/Loss summary and the monthly 
budget tracker through September. He noted the property tax delays, likely to be mailed out either 
before the first of November or possibly as late as December. He also says that the budget will not be 
affected, but the way the money is spent will be changed to match any delays. Vice Chair Newsome 
asked about the possibility of carryover because of the delays, and Program Manager Sawyer explained 
that possibility while also making an effort to limit carryover by spending funds on special projects.  
 
Program Committee Report. Commissioner Rogel reported that they are wrapping up the programs for 
this year and are planning events for next year. Program Manager Sawyer then summarized the project 
priorities from the last year (Viaducts, Lake Park Median, Nichols Park, 55th Street East End, 53rd Street 
West End). 
 
2024 Annual Report Review. Program Manager Sawyer moved this item to the next meeting, stating the 
report was still under review. 
 
2026 Commissioners Meeting Schedule. Program Manager Sawyer’s proposed schedule consists of 8 
meetings for 2026. Vice Chair Newsome mentioned the possibility of evening meetings. Commissioner 
Marks made the motion that the SSA 61 meeting dates be adopted as presented. Commissioner Karim 
seconded. The schedule was adopted unanimously. 
 
Program Manager’s Remarks. Program Manager Sawyer discussed the possibility of Federal 
enforcement officers showing up at staging a presence at the next district event, CollaBOOration 
(Halloween evening celebration in the 53rd Street District). He suggested that businesses to stay open 
later and keep their storefronts lit. Multiple commissioners voiced concerns about the possible presence 
of Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) and Chicago Police Department (CPD) along with families 



 

participating at CollaBOOration. 
 
Program Manager Sawyer also noted the SSA has completed its 2025 SSA Audit with few minor issues. 

 

Comments from the Commissioners. Commissioner Marks offers to forward the University of Chicago 

Police (UCPD) safety plan for the CollaBOOration event. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:59 am. The next Commissioners’ meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, 

December 9, at 11:00 am. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Silas J. Ritzema, SECC Intern 


